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THE VISION: 
AN ‘ICONIC’ 
CONDO TOWER 


The chairman and CEO of 
Miami’s Related Group, one 
of Florida’s top developers, 
says that downtown St. 
Petersburg is “the perfect 
location” for a world-class 
building. The idea, which 
remains preliminary, would 
likely involve demolishing an 
existing structure because 
of the lack of vacant land. 
Local, 1B 


Pastor takes aim 
at Scientology 


Calvary Church Pastor 

Willy Rice declares that the 
religion “is a cult” and says 
that it should be opposed 
by Christians and moral, law 
abiding citizens. Local, 1B 


Amazon, Google 
waging tech war 


The two technology behe- 
moths are trying to work 
their voice-operated digital 
assistants more deeply into 
our personal lives. 
Business, 4B 


Local dance talent 
put on display 
Beacon, a collaborative con- 
cert among modern danc- 
ers and choreographers 
with ties to St. Petersburg 
and Tampa, kicks off its third 
year at the Palladium on Fri- 
day. Etc, 2B 


Vasilevskiy key to 
Lightning success 


The team has had a remark- 
able first half of the season, 
but it will need a fresh Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in goal if it wants 
to make a run for the Stanley 
Cup. It might be time to think 
about getting him some 
more rest. Martin Fennelly 
column, 1C 


Trump: Mueller 
interview ‘unlikely’ 
President Donald Trump 
repeatedly declares that his 
campaign had no collusion 
with Russia. Nation, 2A 


» 
Mostly cloudy 
oe” ae 
8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
64° 74° 74° 70° 


20% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Follow the Buzz 


Stay up to date on 
T 


the latest news and 
Florida politics at 


events related to 
tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz. 
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Drilling pass questioned 


Other governors, Democrats and environmentalists ask: Why is Florida exempt? 
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Gov. Rick Scott, who is 
expected to run for Senate, 
met this week with Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke, right. 


BY CLAIRE MCNEILL 
Times Staff Writer 

It was a clear victory that most 
Floridians would celebrate. 

President Donald Trump’s 
administration vowed to spare 
the state’s waters from offshore 
drilling. Florida was “off the 
table.” 

But a day after this extraordi- 
nary concession — one that no 
other coastal state was awarded 
— environmentalists, Democrats 


and other governors were ques- 
tioning the way it all played out. 
It turns out that Florida was 
the only coastal state that didn’t 
take a clear stance on the drill- 
ing proposal when the Interior 
Department came calling this 
summer. Gov. Rick Scott, who 
has supported drilling in the 
past, publicly intervened only 
in recent days. Meanwhile, gov- 
ernors from other states firmly 
objected and yet still face the 


prospect of oil rigs towering off- 
shore. 

Frank Jackalone, the Sierra 
Club’s Florida chapter director, 
called Scott’s failure to oppose 
the plan sooner “irresponsible.” 
He said it bolstered his sense that 
the deal was just a ploy to secure 
environmental credentials for 
Scott ahead of an anticipated run 
against Democratic Sen. Bill Nel- 
son, a staunch drilling opponent. 

“Scott jumped in Johnny- 


come-lately and now he’s claim- 
ing all the victory for himself,” 
Jackalone said. “Everybody who's 
been fighting drilling for years is 
seeing Rick Scott in the period 
of a week change his tune on 
drilling and then emerge as the 
champion in a choreographed 
press conference.” 

Scott’s office contends that 
the governor and his staff have 
often discussed their opposition 
» See DRILLING, 7A 


CALIFORNIA 


‘We have to find them’ 


Firefighters search for people trapped in mudslide debris on Wednesday in Montecito, Calif. At least 17 people 
have died, more than a dozen people are missing, dozens of houses have been destroyed and many cars have been 
swept away in a torrent of mud, trees and boulders that slammed into the town. People in Montecito were spared 
last month when the largest wildfire in California history avoided the area, but the burning of vegetation paved 
the way for the drenching storm that triggered this disaster. Story, 2A 
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ICE agents target 7-Eleven stores 


The crackdown in 17 states looks for employers 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Seven 
immigration agents filed into 
a 7-Eleven store before dawn 
Wednesday, waited for people 
to go through the checkout line 
and told arriving customers and 


sa who hire undocumented workers illegally. 


a driver delivering beer to wait 
outside. A federal inspection was 
under way, they said. 

Within 20 minutes, they veri- 
fied that the cashier had a valid 
green card and served notice 
on the owner to produce hiring 


records in three days. 

The well-rehearsed scene, exe- 
cuted with quiet efficiency in Los 
Angeles’ Koreatown, played out 
at about 100 7-Eleven stores in 17 
states and the District of Colum- 
bia, a rolling operation that offi- 
cials called the largest immigra- 
tion action against an employer 
under Donald Trump’s presi- 
dency. 


ICE agents did not inspect any 
7-Eleven stores in the Tampa Bay 
area Wednesday, a spokeswoman 
said. They did serve four notices 
of inspection in the Orlando area 
and four more in the Fort Myers 
area. They did not make any 
arrests. 

The spokeswoman, Tammy 
Spicer, declined to say exactly 
» See 7-ELEVEN, 3A 


Teen 
parties 
skirt 
rules 


One-night events 
like the fatal New 
Year’s dance are 

difficult to police. 


BY ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — Fliers, websites 
and social media posts quickly 
spread the word whenever 
a one-night-only teen party 
pops up in a local venue. 

But few other signs point 
to what’s happening. Even 
the manager of a storage cen- 
ter where a New Year’s party 
ended in fatal gunfire said 
he didn’t know dances were 
being held there. 

Body shops and furniture 
operators do business by day 
at the gritty Stor-ette Business 
Park. But on some nights, the 
park becomes “Dub D Dance 
Hall” — the online alias for the 
building at 5809 N 50th St. 
where a 15-year-old girl and 
the family friend sent to drive 
her home were shot to death 
by security guards. 

Teen gatherings known as 
raves in the 1980s and 1990s 
and warehouse parties in the 
2000s prompted a series of 
ordinances that tamped down 
the all-night parties Gener- 
ation X would host at night- 
clubs in the city of Tampa. But 
today’s teens looking to party 
end up in the industrial out- 
skirts of the county, in places 
that can be rented for one 
night on the cheap — some- 
times before anyone knows 
whether promoters have fol- 
lowed the rules. 

» See PARTIES, 4A 


Ex-maestro sought to face sex assault case 


Ontario officials want 
the former Opera 
Tampa director ina 
case dating to 1988. 


BY ANDREW MEACHAM 
Times Performing Arts Critic 

Daniel Lipton, Opera Tam- 
pa’s most recent artistic direc- 
tor, is being sought by Canadian 
authorities in connection with a 
sexual assault. 

The alleged assault took place 
in the late 1980s, a woman the 
Times is not naming told the 
Hamilton Police Service in Ham- 
ilton, Ontario. Police have nar- 
rowed it to between January 
1988 and January 1990, Detec- 
tive Sgt. Dave Dunbar of the ser- 
vice’s sexual assault unit told 
the Times. That is when, accord- 
ing to police, Lipton assaulted 
a woman at his Hamilton resi- 
dence. 

The time frame is indistinct, 


Dunbar said, because the woman 
did not tell authorities until Jan- 
uary 2016. By February 2017, 
police were finally ready to arrest 
Lipton, now 77 — if they could 
find him. 


That was no easy task. The 
director had left the now-defunct 
Opera Hamilton and Canada 
decades ago. Since 2012 he had 
lived in Tampa six months a year, 
as his contract required. But in 


Daniel Lipton, 
now 77, 

is shown 
conducting 
the 
Anhaltische 
Philharmonie. 
He was hired 
as Opera 
Tampa’s 
artistic 
director in 
2012. He 
resigned 
unexpectedly 
in July. 


Times files (2012) 


Opera Tampa’s lengthy off-sea- 
son, he could be found flitting 
from Belgium to Beijing, Italy 
or France, or relaxing in his resi- 
dence in Potsdam, Germany. 

» See LIPTON, 6A 


BY COLLEEN WRIGHT 
Times Staff Writer 

Graduation rates in Florida 
and the Tampa Bay area con- 
tinued their steady rise last 
year, with three local school 
districts surpassing the state 
average and all four of them 
reporting rates over 80 per- 
cent. 

The latter statistic pro- 
vided something of a land- 
mark moment for the region. 
It appears from available 
state records that this is the 
first time the Hernando, Hills- 
borough, Pasco and Pinellas 
county school systems have 
together eclipsed the 80 per- 
cent mark. 

The Florida Department of 
Education released the long- 


Tampa Bay grad rates 
break 80% milestone 


For the first time, all four districts pass that 
benchmark; three beat the state average. 


awaited numbers on Wednes- 
day, giving school systems a final 
grade of sorts for the 2016-17 aca- 
demic year and a benchmark 
they will use to help shape their 
policies. 

Florida’s overall graduation 
rate increased 1.6 percentage 
points to a new high of 82.3 per- 
cent. Among the local districts, 
Hillsborough County saw the 
largest jump in its rate, up 3.8 
points to 82.9 percent. 

The new numbers also show 
that the gap between white and 
minority students in Hillsbor- 
ough narrowed by about 2 per- 
centage points over the previous 
year. The graduation rate is now 
74.4 percent for black students 
and 79.9 percent for Hispanic 
» See GRAD RATES, 4A 


